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intelligence. In recent years, various successful cases of big data applications have incentivized a tremendous demand for extracting information/knowledge from data and then guiding practice. Currently, an industrial ecosystem for big data is being formed, involving layers of infrastructure supports, analytics technologies, and domain applications along with workflow steps for data acquisition, cleaning, organization/storage, processing/analysis, and application. Big data has resulted in a large upsurge in investments in informationization.
During the last informationization 2.0 and in the present phase of informationization 3.0, China has been playing an increasingly important role. On one hand, Chinese scientists have made significant contributions to IT R&D. On the other hand, in the Internet era, China has become a frontier for IT applications, leading to many new application modes worldwide. In China, the Internet was started in 1994 and in 2008, for the first time, China became the top Internet user worldwide by surpassing the number of Internet users in the United States. In 2011, the mobile Internet era began when the number of mobile Internet users in China surpassed the number of computer Internet users in China for the first time. In recent years, industries in China have also been impacted by various Internet companies in China. For example, WeChat and other mobile instant messaging apps have challenged the traditional telecommunications industry, whereas Alibaba and other e-commerce platforms have disrupted the traditional retail industry. Since March 2015, the Chinese government has proposed the Internet+ strategy to emphasize the integration of information technology into other traditional industries, upgrading the entire industry chain.
As an important venue to communicate research advances in information sciences and technology, SCIENCE CHINA Information Sciences is committed toward publishing high-quality, original results of both basic and applied research in all areas of information science and technology, which includes computer science and technology, electronics engineering, communication technology, control and system science, and micro/nano-electronics. In the last ten years, the Editorial Board, under the leadership of the Editor-in-Chief Prof. Wei LI, as well as the Editorial Staff, has made great progress for SCIENCE CHINA Information Sciences, documenting the development of information technology and informationization in that important period, owing to their vision and dedication along with the contributions of the authors, reviewers, and readers.
In the present and upcoming informationization 3.0, SCIENCE CHINA Information Sciences will face greater challenges in recording the new R&D advances in the new era. It is my great honor to be appointed as the new Editor-in-Chief. A new Editorial Board has also been formed, which will be in charge of the operation of the journal for the following five years. I would like to express my sincere appreciation to all the members and the entire staff of the editorial office. I look forward to working with all of you to bring SCIENCE CHINA Information Sciences to another level of excellence and impact.
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